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Periodic cleaning of domestic water storage tanks is required to ensure peak performance 
and delivery of clean, sanitary water. A cleaning protocol should be performed on domestic 
storage water tanks on an annual basis and more often if environmental conditions dictate. 
Barclay Water Management, Inc. is licensed by the New York City Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene for building water tank cleaning services.  The tank will be disinfected in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, 
the New York State Sanitary Code Part 5-1, and industry standards and recommendations 
including AWWA, NSF/ANSI, and any other applicable national standards developed by 
ANSI-accredited organizations.

Cleaning water storage tanks annually is one of the most important steps 
you can take to provide safe water to consumers in your building because:

• Water going through the tanks may be used by 
immunocompromised individuals
Just being above a certain age increases likelihood of Legionnaires’ disease 
when exposed to Legionella bacteria, as does smoking, pregnancy, and lack 
of sleep or proper nutrition.

• Conditions  in the storage tank make it ideal for bacterial growth
Usually, high enough temperatures will kill bacteria in storage tanks. 
However, sediment can act as a protective layer from these high 
temperatures and supplies food needed for bacteria to grow. Storage tanks 
typically go through periods of stagnation which lead to amplification of 
bacteria.

• Physical cleaning is recommended by experts
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) lists hot and 
cold water storage tanks as an area where Legionella bacteria can grow. 
Furthermore, CDC states that physical cleaning of water tanks is one of the 
ways you can effectively help prevent bacteria from contaminating your 
water system.

Ask your representative for more details on how the Environmental Group can help you clean your 
domestic water tank.                      
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